ROAD TO NDOLE BAY LODGE/SUMBU

This document should give you all the information you need to drive to Ndole Bay Lodge. It contains the mileages and directions for getting to Ndole Bay Lodge as well as some notes for the road. Please take the time to read this carefully, especially the paragraph below.

The mileages and directions outlined here are accurate although some of the mileages may be off by a few kilometers. This is mainly due to the road works done this year where some of the turnoffs have been moved slightly. However there are not many places where a mistake can be made. If in doubt ask a pedestrian or another vehicle if you are on the right road to the next major town on your route. After Mporokoso ask for Sumbu.

The dirt roads are in varying states and changing continually, there is usually some work being done at some point along all the routes. Be alert for bumps and isolated potholes, especially at bridges and culverts. Some of the culverts after Mporokoso have not been completed and the ditches make the road narrow. These are usually marked with branches placed vertically. Also be careful at blind rises for rocky sections on the downhill. 

If you are caught in heavy rain consider stopping for a short while to let the water run off the road. When the road is wet it can also become slippery so please drive cautiously. There is phone signal along most of the tar road as well as in Mporokoso. Our number in town (0966 780 196). We would appreciate an email confirming your departure date and expected date of arrival, especially if you will be late.
In the wet season a high clearance vehicle is essential and if not in a 4x4 we recommend using the route via Kasama. If your vehicle has tubeless tyres consider bringing a spare tube with you to make puncture repairs easier.
Please also bring ID and drivers license with you. These days you are rarely asked for it but it could cause delays on the road if you cannot produce the documents. 

MPOROKOSO TO NDOLE BAY SECTION
This dirt road is generally in OK condition and is 175km from Mporokoso to Ndole Bay. There are three barriers along this road, the first two are council levies, they will let you through if the gate is closed without delay. The last gate is Mutundu gate and well maintained. There is a junction here but go straight through the gate. It is usually manned by a ZAWA scout and you are usually required to sign in. Just before Sumbu the road descends the escarpment and the lake is visible directly ahead. At the bottom of the hill is the left turn to Ndole Bay(7km), signposted to Ndole and Mpende Fisheries. Take this turn and continue through villages. Go past the right turn to the fisheries and continue left past the school. The road then descends further and bears left. At this point the Lodge beach is visible across the bay. Follow the road around and into the Lodge.
ROUTE 1 : (SERENJE, MPIKA, KASAMA, MPOROKOSO, NDOLE/SUMBU

The road is tarred up to just after Kasama – gravel from thereon.

The tar road all the way to Kasama is in good condition. The 175 km to Mporokoso varies greatly with the seasons but is also the stretch that gets most maintenance. Be patient on the bad sections, they are usually followed by good sections.
Fuel: is normally always available at Kapiri, Serenje, Mpika, and Kasama. Nothing from there until Ndole Bay.

Accommodation: Forest Inn ; Sweetwater Guesthouse ; Mutinondo Wilderness ; Kapishya Hot Springs ; Thorntree guest house and Kasembo farm guesthouse in Kasama.  A camping ground at Chishimba Falls ; a  guest house in Mporokoso.
PLACE

DISTANCE
CUMULATIVE

Kapiri Mposhi
    0
    0

Great North Turnoff (to East)
    3
    3

Forest Inn

  61
  64

Mkushi

  30
  94


Sweetwater Guest House
  31
125

Serenje

  78
203

Chinese Road Turnoff (to North)
  40
243

Kanona

  21  
264


Kundalila Falls Turnoff(right/South)(1)
    2
266

Nsalu Caves Turnoff(left/North)(2)
  33
299

Mutinondo Wilderness T/off (right/South)
  66
365

Nachikufu Cave Turnoff
(right/South)
  24
389

Luangwa Escarpment T/off (right/South)
  20
409

Mpika – GO LEFT                                                  38                                 447

Kapishya Hotsprings T/off(right/East)
  90
537 

Chambeshi River

   42
579

Kasama

   85
664

Mporokoso Turnoff-GO RIGHT(3)
   27
691

Chishimba Falls Turnoff (4)
    6
697

Mporokoso – GO RIGHT(5)
 188 
885

Nsama Gate

   69
954

Mutundu Gate(Game Check Point)
   69                              1023

Ndole Turnoff- GO LEFT
   39                              1062


           Ndole Bay
    
    7                               1069
Sumbu Township

     4                              1066

NOTES

1. 13 km to the falls. Well worth visiting.

2. Turn off is at Nakitabo Middle Basic School. Track is OK – bear left at fork after 14km ; continue for another 14 km.

3. Turn right onto the dirt road. If you go straight you head to Luwingu.

4. The Falls are close by – about 2 km to the camp site.

5. There is a big junction as you come into Mporokoso, turn right here to Sumbu. Left goes back to Kawambwa.

*** About 20km into the dirt road there is a slight fork in the road. Bear right keeping on the main road. Just after this fork is a ZNS military camp on the right. If you pass this camp you are on the right road.***
ROUTE 2: (SERENJE, MANSA, KAWAMBWA, MPOROKOSO, NDOLE/SUMBU
(Road is tarred up to 25 Km beyond Kawambwa – gravel from there on)

The tar road is good all the way to Samfya, although with isolated potholes. There is some damage between the T-junction at the end of the ‘Chinese road’ and Mansa. Isolated potholes after Mansa. During 2009/2010 there are contractors repairing this whole road so should be improving.
As of early 2010 the dirt road between Lumangwe falls and Mporokos was quite bad for about 100km. however traffic seems to be creating its own ‘’road’’ alongside the real rod that is better. This stretch can be very muddy at the height of the rains and do not use this route in Jan – March unless in a 4x4.

Fuel: is normally always available at Kapiri, Serenje and Mansa, sometimes at Kawambwa, nothing from there until Ndole Bay.

Accommodation : Forest Inn ; Sweetwater Guesthouse ;  Kasanka ; a camping ground in Samfya ; new chalet accommodation in Samfya ;a very acceptable hotel in Mansa ; nothing beyond that (but camping at Ntumbachushi and Lumangwe is fine) before a guest house in Mporokoso.

PLACE

DISTANCE
CUMUL-

ATIVE

Kapiri Mposhi
    0
    0

Great North Turnoff (to East)
    3
    3

Forest Inn

  61
  64

Mkushi

  30
  94


Sweetwater Guest House
  31
125

Serenje

  78
203

Chinese Road Turnoff (to North)GO LEFT
  40
243

Kasanka Turnoff

  57
300

Luapula Bridge-start

  82
382

Luapula Bridge-end

    3
385

T-Junction

118
503

           Right-Samfya

  (9)


T-Junction (GO LEFT to Mansa)



Mansa (1)

  73
576

Mwense Turnoff (GO LEFT)(2)
    9
585

Mumbuluma Falls Turnoff-left/West(3)
  25
610

Mwense Bridge

  26
636

Mambilima Falls Turnoff
-left/West(4)
  30
666

Mwense

  22
688

Kazembe Turnoff(5)

  76
764

Mbereshi(Turnoff to Kawambwa- GO RIGHT)
  13
777

Ntumbachushi Falls Turnoff-right/South(6)
  23
800

Kawambwa (7)

  20
820

Gravel Road Start

  25
845

Kalungwishi River 

  40
885

Lumangwe Falls Turnoff-left/North(8)
    1
896

Mporokoso (9)

  85
971

Nsama Gate

  72
1043

Mutundu Gate (Game Check Point)
  67
1110

Ndole Turnoff – GO LEFT
  39
1149

           Ndole Bay

   7
1156
Sumbu Township

   4
1160

NOTES

1. As you get into Mansa you come to a crossroads. Turn right here which takes you past filling      stations and shoprite on the right. Continue along this road to leave Mansa.

2. If you go straight on, this also goes to Kawambwa – but the tar ends after 25 Km and the road is very poor from there on although a bit shorter.

3. The Falls may not be well sign posted. The track to Mumbuluma is not very good – 15 Km.

4. Formerly the Johnstone Falls – a series of rapids rather than falls. The track is not very good – 12 Km.

5. You keep straight on here (heading north) – just a marker.

6. The Falls are close – good track – 2 Km.

7. In Kawambwa you come to a T-junction. Turn left and then immediately right to continue towards Mporokoso.

8. The turnoff has been moved further along the road, perhaps 5km. A good track in dry weather – 12 Km. Amazing Falls. Consider stopping longer and getting down to the Kabweluma Falls (more spectacular than Lumangwe) – about 8 Km walking (2-3 Hrs). The road to Kabweluma is not bad but 4x4 is essential at one point. If the area is wet avoid attempting the drive.

9. At Mporokoso continue straight past the market and bus stop on the right. As you are leaving Mporokoso there is a large junction. Continue straight to Sumbu. Right is to Kasama.
ROUTE 3 : (SERENJE, MANSA, NCHELENGE, KAPUTA, NDOLE/SUMBU
(Road is tarred up to Kashikishi, just past Nchelenge – gravel from there on)

The tar road is good all the way to Samfya, although with isolated potholes. There is some damage between the T-junction at the end of the ‘Chinese road’ and Mansa. Isolated potholes after Mansa.The gravel road is average up to Mununga after that it is good all the way to Sumbu, with some isolated bad patches. The stretch from Kaputa to Mutundu gate can get very wet in high rains. However the road is firm and you can make it through easily if you stay in the middle of the road.
Fuel is normally always available at Kapiri, Serenje and Mansa, sporadically at Nchelenge, nothing from there until Ndole Bay.

Accommodation : Forest Inn ; Sweetwater Guesthouse ; Kasanka ; a camping ground at Samfya ; a very acceptable hotel in Mansa ; nothing acceptable beyond that.

PLACE

DISTANCE
CUMULATIVE

Kapiri Mposhi
    0
    0

Great North Turnoff (to East)
    3
    3

Forest Inn

  61
  64

Mkushi

  30
  94


Sweetwater Guest House
  31
125

Serenje

  78
203

Chinese Road Turnoff (to North) GO LEFT
  40
243

Kasanka Turnoff

  57
300

Luapula Bridge-start

  82
382

Luapula Bridge-end

    3
385

T-Junction

118
503

           Right-Samfya

  (9)


T-Junction (West to Mansa)GO LEFT



Mansa (1)

  73
576

Mwense Turnoff GO LEFT(2)
    9
585

Mumbuluma Falls Turnoff-left/West(3)
  25
610

Mwense Bridge

  26
636

Mambilima Falls Turnoff
-left/West(4)
  30
666

Mwense

  22
688

Kazembe Turnoff(5)

  76
764

Mbereshi(Turnoff to Kawambwa)(6)
  13
777

Nchelenge

* 50
827

Kashikishi

    2
829

Mununga GO RIGHT(7)

* 50
879

Kaputa
                                      *130                              1009

Kapingu(8)                      
* 67                              1076

Mutundu Gate (Game Check Point)GO LEFT
* 38                              1114

Ndole Turnoff-left

  39                               1153

           Ndole Bay

   7                                1160
Sumbu Township

    4                               1157

NOTES

1. As you get into Mansa you come to a crossroads. Turn right here which takes you past filling      stations and shoprite on the right. Continue along this road to leave Mansa.
2. If you go straight on, this also goes to Kawambwa – but the tar ends after 25 Km and the road is very poor from there on although a bit shorter.

3. The Falls may not be well sign posted. The track to Mumbuluma is not very good – 15 Km.

4. Formerly the Johnstone Falls – a series of rapids rather than falls. The track is not very good – 12 Km.

5. You keep straight on here (heading north) – just a marker.

6. Keep heading north – just a marker

7. A small village and bus stop, immediately after the Kalungwishi bridge you have to make a right turn in the middle of the village – ask if not sure. The road then opens up. Some distance up the road you have to make a left turn, again ask for Kaputa if not sure
8. Kapingu is actually near the Congo and there is a military road block where you have to show ID. The road is widely used though and there will be no delay. Between Kapingu and Mutundu gate there is a road that tends right towards Lake Mweru Wantipa. Stay left.
· * - approximate distance and may be wrong - if you verify or get a more accurate mileage, please let me know.

